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City of Watsonville 
Public Works 

 
M E M O R A N D U M 

 
 

DATE:  March 18, 2020 
 
TO:   Matthew D. Huffaker, City Manager 
 
FROM: Steve Palmisano, Director of Public Works and Utilities 

Enrique Vasquez, Municipal Services Operations Manager 
Mike Rivera, Solid Waste Manager 

 
SUBJECT: Authorization for the purchase of three (3) Roll-Off vehicles for 

the Solid Waste Division in the amount of $806,746.80 
 
AGENDA ITEM:  March 20, 2020 City Council
 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION:  

Staff recommends that the City Council adopt a resolution authorizing the purchase of three 
(3) 2020 Peterbilt Model 520 Roll-Off collection vehicles for use by the Solid Waste 
Division. 
 
DISCUSSION:  

The Solid Waste Division will utilize the Roll-Off vehicles to service the City’s commercial 

businesses in the collection of their solid waste and recyclables. The purchase of these 

vehicles was included in the approved Capital Improvement budget for both FY2018-19 

and FY2019-20. 

 
Staff recommends that the City Council waive the formal competitive bidding procedure and 
authorize to use “piggyback” pricing from a June 2019 Peterbilt Model 520 purchase by the 
City of Los Angeles. Rush Truck Centers of California, Inc. was awarded the contract (See 
attachment) and is honoring the same cost for the City of Watsonville. 
 
STRATEGIC PLAN: 

Goal 3: Infrastructure and Environment. Long-Range Capital Improvement Plan. 
 
 
FINANCIAL IMPACT: 

The purchase price for each vehicle (which includes freight and sales tax) is $268,915.60. 
One is to be paid out of the FY2019-20 budget from the following account: 740-912-7805-
14421. The two other trucks are to be funded via a carryover from the FY2018-19 budget in 
the amount of $537,831.20 and also to be appropriated from account 740-912-7805-14421.  
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ALTERNATIVES:  

City Council may decide not to approve the purchase request, however, the current 
vehicles in use have reached their useful life cycle (five years) and a continuation of their 
deployment would most likely adversely affect service delivery as breakdowns begin to 
occur more frequently.   
 
ATTACHMENTS: 

1: Peterbilt – Rush Truck Centers of California, Inc. – Price Quote dated 06.11.2019 
 
 
 
cc: City Attorney 
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